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Assignment #1: Role of Libraries in Assessment and Academic Achievement

School libraries are one of the first lines to be cut every year as many schools and districts are faced with increasing budget cuts. In recent years though, the vast number of studies about the impact of school libraries have shown an irrefutable, measurable connection between a quality school library program and increased student academic performance.  According to The Impact of School Library Media Centers on Academic Achievement, it is now more important than ever to demonstrate the value of the school library program and how it can make a remarkable difference in student learning and achievement (Lance, Wellborn, & Hamilton-Pennell, 1993).  According to Smith (2001), as part of the academic community, the mission of the library must change from “a content view (books, subject knowledge) to a competency view (what students will be able to do)” (p. 32). Additionally, Pan, Ferrer-Vinent,  & Bruehl (2014) asserts that  school librarians can no longer operate as merely caretakers to library resources, they must now take a more active and collaborate role in the learning process and contribute to student learning outcomes for academic programs across the curriculum.
The large number of research published in recent years show that a school library program can be effective and successful with the help of supportive administrative and teaching staff. The collaboration between the school members is instrumental for demonstrating student growth, specifically in the areas of literacy, information literacy, technological skills, and access to resources and equipment. Additionally, schools with successful library programs and services have seen increased motivation, higher assessment scores, and ultimately higher graduation rates among the student population (Scholastic, 2016). 
Twenty-first century school libraries 
have changed drastically from information repositories to learning enterprises. There was a time when the school library was a place where students could go to find physical resources located on bookshelves which were neatly organized and maintained by cranky little old librarians with glasses who constantly shushed their patrons.  Today’s libraries must be more open, engaging, and innovative learning centers that empower students to be effective users of ideas, information and technology. With amazing advances in technology over the past decade, every aspect of the academic librarian’s roles and responsibilities has moved from the brick and mortar building of merely physically housing resources to now incorporating innovative ways to collaborate with stakeholders within and outside the walls of the library in order to improve student achievement and develop effective assessments to drive instruction. With the explosion of technological devices readily available, it is critical that school librarians become leaders of technology at the school site. Contrary to false assumptions about 21st century young adults who own the latest electronic devices, the majority of students who own these devices do not know how to utilize and navigate the large amount of information that is abundantly available to them. In fact, studies show that 75% of students have no idea how to locate articles and resources they need for their research, while 60% of students don’t verify the accuracy or reliability of the information they find, and surprisingly, 44% do not know how to integrate knowledge from different sources (Scholastic, 2016, p.2). 
To achieve a successful school library program, teacher librarians must focus on “information literacy” a basis for lifelong learning which requires individuals to learn how to "recognize when information is needed and have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use effectively the needed information" (“Information Literacy”, 2007). In the era of remarkable innovation and change, teacher librarians are expected to “discover new ways to use technology to collaborate, teach, and assess student learning. School libraries can be at the heart of these changes by promoting and facilitating the learning of core and evolving 21st-century skills” (Scholastic, 2016, p.1). Thus when developing student learning outcomes assessments, teacher librarians and school staff should “proceed with purpose by intentionally gathering and analyzing particular types of data to demonstrate both cognitive and affective achievements” (Pan, Ferrer-Vinent,  Bruehl, 2014, p. 333).
Teacher librarians can help students achieve college readiness and career preparedness, support the transition to the Common Core State Standards by developing and implementing library program that emphasizes research, information sources, and reading for enjoyment and information. The CCSS are foundational standards which describes the skills students need to learn, while the school librarian standards were created as a roadmap to demonstrate how these skills can be taught in collaboration with teachers. Teacher Librarians can also help students achieve the 4Cs set out by the Partnership for 21st Century Skills: critical thinking and problem solving; communication; collaboration; and creativity and innovation. The revised 1998 publication titled, Information Power: Building Partnerships for Learning states that "The mission of the library media program is to ensure that the students and staff are effective users of ideas and information" (p. 6). Now, not only are libraries access points for information, but they are recognized as a place of instructional leadership, charged with empowering students and staff as "effective users of ideas and information" (1998, p. 6).

If students are to be successful in the Information Age, teacher librarians must work in collaboration with all teachers and administrators in all aspects of the curriculum from the planning stages, to preparing quality lessons, to creating effective assessment tools in order to demonstrate student learning and achievement. Teacher librarians must encourage students to shift from merely retrieving information to engaging, interacting, and deeply understanding knowledge-based outcomes as defined by curriculum standards. To justify the importance and need for keeping our school libraries open, it is therefore crucial that teacher librarians play a more active and critical role in curriculum collaboration with all stakeholders. It is essential that teacher librarians use their time to closely, critically, and continuously examine the library program, curriculum, and services in order to achieve high academic success for all students. 
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